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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 CFR § 1.56, Applicants hereby 
submit this Information Disclosure Statement with a copy of the documents identified on the 
enclosed form PTO-1449. Applicants do not admit that any of such documents, alone or in any 
combination, are considered to be material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). 
Moreover, the inclusion of these documents is not to be construed as an admission by Applicants 
that each such document is prior art as to the above-identified patent application. 

Applicants note that one of the documents listed on Form PTO-1449 (i.e., JP 03-232012) 
is a non-English-language document. Accordingly, Applicants have enclosed an English 
translation of such document pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 and MPEP § 609 (m)(A)(3). 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS 
BEING DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE AS FIRST CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSED TO: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. 
BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450, ON THIS /sf 
DAY OF f\F£/i- , 2004. 




1 



Because this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the mailing of a first 
Office Action on the merits, Applicants believe that no fees are due. However, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to debit Deposit Account No. 50-2198 for any fee 
deficiencies associated with filing this paper. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Tejpal S. Hansra 
Registration No. 38,172 
Hansra Patent Services 
4525 Glen Meadows Place 
Bellingham, WA 98226 



Lo/? I D lL cemngnam, W; 

Date: n^ IL 'j_ *< 00 T (360) 527-1400 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO.: 3123-514 


SERIAL NO.: 10/656,896 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


APPLICANT: HAMERetal. 
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FILING DATE: 09/05/2003 


GROUP ART: 2818 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



♦EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 

(MM/DD/YYYY) 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROP. 


i 


1. 


6,560,099 


05/06/2003 


Chang 


361 


685 






2. 


6,611,850 


08/26/2003 


Shen 


707 


204 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


j WITH ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 




3. 


JP 03-232012 


10/16/1991 


JAPAN 


G06F 


003/06 


X 





OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 








4. 


Apricorn; M EZ-Backit Pro Backup & Disaster Recovery Solution": httD://www.aDricorn.com/e2backitDro.html: coDvriaht © 2003 
Apricorn Inc. 




5. 


"EZ-Backit Pro Backup & Disaster Recovery Solution": www.aoricorn.com: © 2001 Apricorn. Inc. 




6. 


Hard Disk Info - The Storage Authority; "Freecom FHD-1 - The Intelligent Solution": 
httD://www.harddiskinfo.com/Sections/News/Details.asp?newslD=507: 28 May 2002. 




7. 


CMS Peripherals: "ABSolus for Notebooks": http://www.cmsoroducts.com/oroduct absolus usb2 win.htm: © 1997 - © 2003 CMS 
Peripheralsjnc. 




8. 


"Only Complete Automatic Backup System that Boots into Mac OS X v10.2 Jaguar with a Single Keystroke Now Restores in a j 
Single Click and is Easy to Schedule; Copyright © 2003 Business Wire; March 31 , 2003. 



EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



